Filters
[bookmark: _Hlk218616112][bookmark: _Hlk218616994]In this section of the course, we will become familiar a set of conceptual filters that we can use to evaluate and compare models of the origins of life. These filters are not hypotheses or mechanisms. They are diagnostic lenses — tools for exposing hidden assumptions, logical weaknesses, and strengths of different models. Each filter isolates a distinct class of conceptual error that commonly appears in origins-of-life literature. Here is a short summary of the filters we will use.
Honeypot Parsimony
A model funnels explanation toward a favored target and conflates local success for global predictive power.
Teleology
A model quietly assumes the outcome is desired or inevitable.
Survivorship Bias
A model reconstructs origins by working backward, assuming early phenomena were constrained by final outcomes.
Continuity / Discontinuity
A model requires abrupt conceptual transitions with no plausible intermediate states.
Networks
A model assumes isolated pathways and neglects the advantages of interacting, interdependent systems.
The Network Effect
A model attributes universality or dominance to intrinsic privilege rather than to selection and reinforcement from system-level interactions.
